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Vision, Mission and Values 

Our Vision 

THE SMOKE FREE PARTNERSHIP’S (SFP) VISION is a world free from the death and suffering 

caused by tobacco consumption. 

 

Our Mission 

THE SMOKE FREE PARTNERSHIP’S MISSION is the effective implementation of the 

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). To this end, SFP works with decision-

makers to ensure that tobacco control receives adequate political attention at EU level and 

to promote tobacco control information and policy research at EU and national levels, in 

collaboration with other EU health organisations and tobacco control networks. It also aims 

to ensure FCTC implementation globally, working to release EU funding for tobacco control 

to counter poverty in low and middle income countries. 

 

Policy priorities for 2014:  

 Implementation of FCTC Articles 11 and 13 (packaging and labelling; advertising, 

promotion and sponsorship) through the revision of the Tobacco Products Directive. 

 Increasing exposure of the tobacco industry in line with FCTC Article 5.3 

(transparency). 

 Monitoring and implementation of comprehensive smoke free public and work place 

policies (FCTC Article 8). 

 Increasing policy-maker awareness on the need for a comprehensive 

implementation of the FCTC. 
 

Our advocacy work reflects our values: 

 To support the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC); we recognise 

that the disease and death caused by the tobacco pandemic are nurtured by a global 

industry. In order to combat this situation, a coordinated international response is 

required, along the lines set out in the FCTC and the WHO MPOWER strategy for 

FCTC implementation. 

 To work with our partners; we recognise the need to collaborate, review and draw 

expertise from others to achieve our aims and objectives. We have developed 

partnerships across borders, health sectors, and societal actors who share the same 

goals in tobacco control. 
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 To use independent and evidence-based research; our work and policy positions 

are independent and based on SFP-commissioned research, on critical review of 

published,  peer-reviewed evidence, as well as on feedback from experts and/or 

partner organisations. 

 To be efficient and effective; we aim to deliver agreed objectives and outputs, 

whilst continually seeking to improve internal processes and make the best use of 

resources available. Our small team allows us to be flexible and dynamic while 

adopting a strategic, targeted approach to our advocacy efforts. 

 To be flexible and innovative; we work to improve the policy environment and 

elevate tobacco control as a priority at European level, whilst appreciating global 

developments, policy opportunities and lessons learnt from other countries and 

regions. 
 

This Annual Report gives an overview of advocacy work undertaken by the Smoke Free Partnership (SFP) in the 

nine months from April 2014 to December 2014. Work conducted in the early part of 2014 can be read in our 

Annual Report 2013/14 published in July 2014. If you have a special interest in any of the articles or would like to 

read SFP reports, letters or submissions to the European institutions or political analysis on tobacco-related 

issues, these are available on our website at www.smokefreepartnership.eu.   

http://smokefreepartnership.eu/documents/2013-2014-sfp-annual-report
http://www.smokefreepartnership.eu/
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Director’s Statement 

After the long but successful five-year campaign to secure the 

adoption of a strong TPD concluded in early 2014, spring marked a 

shift in SFP’s vision and we began an exciting cycle of reflection 

and future planning which I am proud to present to you in this 

year’s Annual Report. In particular, we set an ambitious agenda to 

advance our mission over the next three years and began the 

groundwork in 2014 by taking on several projects regarding a 

range of tobacco control issues from tax to marketing. 

We also worked towards strengthening SFP’s institutional capacity 

in order for SFP to continue delivering strong results and build on 

the successes achieved during the TPD revision. With this in mind, 

I am pleased to announce that SFP has been awarded an operating 

grant under the European Commission’s Third Health Programme. 

Combined with funding awarded by The Union under the 

Bloomberg Initiative, this will enable SFP to expand its existing team and greatly strengthen its 2015 

work programme. 

Over and above securing our future plans, 2014 was also marked by the support and commitment SFP 

was privileged to receive from the tobacco control and public health community. Firstly, over 25 

organisations from across Europe joined the SFP Coalition, which formalises our long history of 

successful and effective advocacy partnerships, nurtured over many years. Secondly, two of Europe’s 

leading cancer societies, the Irish Cancer Society and the Norwegian Cancer Society, strengthened our 

previous collaboration together with financial support. Thirdly, all three of our permanent partner 

organisations, ASH (UK), Cancer Research UK and the European Heart Network, re-affirmed their 

commitment and financial support to SFP, for which I am extremely grateful and without whose 

support, SFP would undoubtedly suffer. Lastly, I would also like to extend my gratitude to the 

Standing Committee of European Doctors (CPME) who warmly welcomed SFP into their offices 

throughout 2014 while we sought new offices.  

As I conclude my Director’s Statement, it is my honour to share that SFP has been awarded the Luther 

L. Terry prize for Outstanding Organisation by the American Cancer Society, recognising the 

tremendous efforts of SFP and its partners over the last five years in the TPD campaign. 

I very much look forward to building on this recognition and working together towards future 

successes in 2015.   

 

 

Florence Berteletti 

SFP Director  
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Overview of activities in 2014 

Launch of the SFP Coalition 

 

In the first half of 2014, SFP brought together over 25 organisations working in tobacco 

control advocacy and research at both EU and national level under the umbrella of the SFP 

Coalition to facilitate cooperation and coordination in the tobacco control community. The 

Coalition formalises a long history of successful and effective advocacy partnerships that SFP 

has enjoyed with tobacco control organisations across Europe since its creation in 2006.  

The SFP Coalition promotes and coordinates tobacco control advocacy on FCTC priority 

policies at EU level as well as supporting partners on a national level in the implementation 

of tobacco control advocacy campaigns in common areas of interest.  

 

In particular, the Coalition will work on the following priority areas:  

 

 Tobacco taxation and illicit trade (FCTC Articles 6 & 15) via the work already started 

in the context of the TobTaxY project and the FCTC Art 6 guidelines in view of the 

future revision of the Tobacco Tax Directive as well as through the implementation 

of TPD article 15 and ratification of the Illicit Trade Protocol 

 FCTC article 11 and 13 (on tobacco labelling and advertising & promotion) mainly 

through the transposition and entry into force of the Tobacco Products Directive 

but also through advocacy for measures that fall outside the scope of the TPD such 

as point of sale display and plain packaging  

 FCTC Article 5.3 through the exposure of tobacco industry, its associates and 

activities and advocacy for more transparency in policy maker’s contacts with the 

industry 

 Support the implementation of FCTC Article 8 (smoke-free environments) at 

national level 

 

 

SFP LAUNCHES 25-STRONG PARTNER COALITION 

FOR DEEPER COORDINATION OF NATIONAL AND 

EU TOBACCO CONTROL ADVOCACY IN EUROPE 

 

http://www.smokefreepartnership.eu/tobtaxy
http://apps.who.int/gb/fctc/PDF/cop5/FCTC_COP5_8-en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/taxation/excise_duties/tobacco_products/legislation/index_en.htm
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 FCTC Article 20 (Research, surveillance and exchange of information) through 

advocacy for including tobacco control in the priorities of Horizon 2020 (EU research 

framework programme) and to ensure that future calls reflect the needs of tobacco 

control  

 

The Coalition partners have committed to keeping each other informed of national and EU 

policy developments concerning the priority policy areas; to share information regarding 

each partner’s strategies in order to promote policies in the priority areas; and to exchange 

knowledge and experience in order to support policy developments across the EU and its 

Member States. SFP’s added value to the Coalition is to provide technical input and advice as 

well as facilitating collaboration among the Coalition partners. 

 

If you would like more information on how to become a partner of the SFP Coalition, please 

contact us at info@smokefreepartnership.eu. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@smokefreepartnership.eu
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SFP welcomed two Temporary Partners 

 

In the course of 2014, the Irish Cancer Society renewed its partnership with SFP for a second 

year, while the Norwegian Cancer Society joined SFP for the first time as a Temporary 

Partner in the summer of 2014.  

The Norwegian Cancer Society plays an active role in Norwegian tobacco control policies and 

contributes to targeted efforts in cancer information, prevention, advocacy, research, care 

and international cooperation.  

The Irish Cancer Society played an essential role in the decision of the Irish Government to 

introduce standardised packaging for cigarettes, and works towards ensuring that every 

person in Ireland has the best possible access to cancer services, the lowest risk of getting 

cancer, the highest survival rates and the best support and information available when 

affected by cancer.  

SFP would like to take this opportunity to thank the Irish Cancer Society and the Norwegian 

Cancer Society for their support and looks forward to working with them throughout 2015.  

If you would like more information on the benefits of becoming an SFP Temporary Partner, 

please contact us at info@smokefreepartnership.eu. 

 

 

 

 

SFP WARMLY WELCOMED THE IRISH CANCER 

SOCIETY AND THE NORWEGIAN CANCER SOCIETY 

AS TEMPORARY PARTNERS 

 

mailto:info@smokefreepartnership.eu
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The Union under the Bloomberg Initiative funds SFP Tobacco 

Taxation project 

 

In 2014, SFP was awarded a grant from the Bloomberg Initiative to build capacity among 

tobacco control advocates in Europe on tobacco taxation to support the implementation of 

FCTC Article 6 and its newly adopted guidelines. There is a lack of coherence in tax 

legislation within and between jurisdictions in the WHO Europe region which covers 53 

countries. This not only undermines other tobacco control policies but also leads to a loss of 

tax revenues.  

In order to address these issues, SFP’s project will train tobacco control advocates as well as 

representatives from national Ministries of Health and Finance on the complexities of 

tobacco taxation, continuing and making the most of the experience gained from the very 

successful project Tobtaxy which ended in 2012. In addition, SFP will provide guidance 

through the production of briefings, policy analysis and toolkits which will lay the foundation 

for long-term, sustainable cooperation in the area of tobacco taxation. Work began in 

November 2014 and will continue for a full year until November 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE UNION UNDER THE BLOOMBERG INITIATIVE 

TO REDUCE TOBACCO USE PROGRAMME HAS 

AWARDED SFP A GRANT TO BUILD CAPACITY IN 

THE AREA OF TOBACCO TAXATION IN EUROPEAN 

COUNTRIES 
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Award of European Commission funding 

 

In 2014, the SFP Board decided to apply for core funding under the EU’s Third Health 

Programme in order to support SFP’s coordination of the Coalition’s tobacco control 

advocacy activities. SFP’s application to the EU Consumers, Health and Food Executive 

Agency (CHAFEA) proved successful, and the EU support will go a significant way towards 

securing SFP’s future activities in 2015, particularly its role in supporting and building 

capacity among Coalition partners in order to promote joint tobacco control advocacy 

activities on priority policy areas across the EU. This funding will also enable SFP to reinforce 

its Secretariat and move to more suitable premises.  

In addition, under the Framework Contract granted in 2013, SFP was part of successful bids 

in 2014, with its consortium partners, for two tenders concerning the marketing and 

labelling of tobacco products. In one of the tenders, SFP is involved in data gathering from a 

number of Member States thanks to its Coalition partners; in the other, our involvement is 

more limited in scope, and includes the provision of strategic advice and policy context to 

the other consortium partners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SFP AWARDED OPERATING GRANT FUNDING 

UNDER THE THIRD HEALTH PROGRAMME AND 

TWO TENDERS UNDER ITS 2013 FRAMEWORK 

CONTRACT WITH CHAFEA, FORMERLY EAHC 
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COP6 2014 - 13-18 October 2014, Moscow 

 

In October 2014, SFP joined tobacco control delegates from across the globe at the Sixth 

Conference of the Parties (COP6) of the WHO FCTC in Moscow. Over 150 Parties including all 

EU Member States and the EU met to discuss and negotiate the progress and future 

direction of the FCTC. SFP Director Florence Berteletti, constituted part of the delegation 

from Europe along with SFP Board Member Deborah Arnott. Jennifer Burch, SFP’s Policy 

Officer, also attended and worked with a small team of other delegates of the FCA to edit 

and publish the daily FCA Bulletin which provides information and background on the daily 

agenda items.  

Among the most important outcomes of the international conference was the adoption of 

Article 6 guidelines which recommend that Parties establish long-term tobacco taxation 

structures, set minimum tobacco tax 

levels and implement the simplest and 

most efficient tobacco tax systems. The 

guidelines do not stipulate a 

recommended level of tobacco taxation 

as it is the sovereign right of Parties to 

determine their own tax structures. In 

addition, COP6 agreed to establish a 

panel of experts to assist Parties with 

the technical aspects required for the 

ratification, accession and 

implementation of the Protocol to 

Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco 

Products, established at COP5 in 2012.  

 

 

ON THE WORLD STAGE, SFP PARTICIPATED IN 

COP6 AS PART OF THE FRAMEWORK 

CONVENTION ALLIANCE (FCA) EURO 

DELEGATION 

 

Florence Berteletti, SFP Director; Sylviane Ratte-Former SFP 
Board Member; Shoba Jone-Former FCA Board Member; 

Deborah Arnott, ASH UK-SFP Board Member 
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FCA Briefing on Tobacco Taxation Article 6 National Delegates 

 

COP6 also agreed on four regulatory objectives for electronic nicotine delivery systems 

(ENDS) and electronic non-nicotine delivery systems (ENNDS). Parties to the FCTC are still 

able to detail their national legislation but have been invited “to consider prohibiting or 

regulating ENDS/ENNDS, including as tobacco products, medicinal products, consumer 

products, or other categories, as appropriate, taking into account a high level of protection 

for human health”. 

Lastly, Parties attending COP6 also adopted the Moscow Declaration which calls for national 

tobacco control strategies to pay particular attention to specific population groups such as 

women, continuous development of national tobacco control strategies and monitoring of 

new forms of tobacco and nicotine use. It also calls on Parties to strengthen collaboration in 

order to reach the global voluntary target of a 30% relative reduction in the prevalence of 

current tobacco use by 2025 through FCTC mechanisms and the global coordination 

mechanism for NCD prevention and control.  

 

Dr Vera Luiza da Costa e Silva, Head of Convention Secretariat Andrew Black, Chair of Committee B 
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Conferences and Advisory Board Meetings attended in 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

jj 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Commission Summit on 

Chronic Diseases – 3-4 April, Brussels. 
 

 

EU Health Journalist Prize event, DG 

SANCO – 8 April, Brussels. 
 

 

 

Tobacco control in Romania – the 

Endgame, European Heart Network –  22 

May, Bucharest. 

 

Senior Advisory Meeting on 

implementation of the Ashgabat 

Declaration with special reference to 

tobacco control, World Health 

Organization, Regional Office for Europe– 

27 May, Copenhagen. 

Roundtable Conference on Tobacco 

Taxation, European Commission – 6 June, 

Brussels. 
 

 

 

 

 

In recognition of the growing burden of chronic disease in 

the EU, former Commissioner Tonio Borg hosted a European 

Commission Summit. Florence Berteletti and Jennifer Burch 

attended the conference which focused on the key 

challenges, solutions and the role of citizens and patients.  

DG TAXUD hosted a roundtable conference with 

stakeholders from EU Member States, the NGO community 

and the tobacco industry to discuss the draft version of an 

EU-commissioned report on the administrative impact of 

the current EU Tobacco Tax Directive. SFP was represented 

by Anca Toma Friedlaender and Jennifer Burch. 

 

Reflecting the role of SFP in the revision of the 2014 

Tobacco Products Directive (TPD), Florence Berteletti was 

invited to participate in a panel discussion with other key 

stakeholders including Linda McAvan MEP, TPD Rapporteur 

and Karl-Heinz Florenz MEP, EPP Shadow TPD Rapporteur. 

The event was primarily attended by European health 

journalists and the panel discussed the legislative process 

and role of the media in the adoption of the TPD.  

 This workshop was organised in the Romanian Parliament 

during the European Week for Cancer Prevention and 

attended by member organisations of the European Heart 

Network and the European Network for Smoking and 

Tobacco Prevention. Anca Toma Friedlaender was invited to 

speak about the new Tobacco Products Directive, its lessons 

learned and implications for Romania. 

 Attended by Florence Berteletti, this first Senior Advisory 

Meeting organized by the WHO Regional Office for Europe 

brought together international tobacco control experts, 

prominent tobacco control NGOs and leading countries in 

the Region to discuss the projections of tobacco use to 

2025, leading country examples regarding the process as 

well as existing tobacco free strategies regionally and 

globally together with the potential obstacles and necessary 

additional tools for implementing the ambitions of the 

Ashgabat Declaration. 
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Building capacity in tobacco control in 

Ireland and Northern Ireland: the 

evidence, policy and practice, Institute of 

Public Health in Ireland – 5-6 June, Belfast 

and 9-10 June, Dublin. 

International Advisory Board (IAB) for 

the CRUK/Bupa Foundation Cancer 

Prevention Initiative, Cancer Research UK 

– 11 June, London. 

European Public Health Alliance Annual 

Conference – 4-5 September, Brussels. 

Tackling Health Inequalities in Europe: 

What can the EU do to support the work 

done at the regional and local level?, 

Swedish Association of Local Authorities 

and Regions – 5 November, Brussels. 

 

Stop TTIP, CETA, TISA: For a citizen’s 

trade agenda, GUE-NGL group in the 

European Parliament – 9 November, 

Brussels. 
 

 

With representatives from DG EMPL, DG SANCO and DG 

REGIO, as well as local and regional health experts, the 

seminar co-arranged with EuroHealthNet, an SFP Coalition 

partner, provided an interesting insight into the approach 

of the EU to health inequalities and specific action on the 

ground. The seminar was attended by Florence Berteletti 

and Jennifer Burch.  

 The European Parliament’s GUE-NGL Group hosted a well-

attended conference in the European Parliament which 

argued that the ongoing EU-US trade negotiations would 

lead to a number of negative consequences for health, 

public services, the environment and our society more 

generally. Speakers included MEPs, EU Member State MPs, 

EU-based advocates and a number of representatives from 

the US and Canada who have witnessed the unforeseen 

consequences of free trade agreements first hand with the 

adoption of NAFTA, the North American Free Trade 

Agreement, in 1994.  

 

Attended by Florence Berteletti, the EPHA conference 

focused on the role of health policy in the internal market 

and included keynote speeches from both former Health 

Commissioner Tonio Borg and current Health 

Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis in his previous capacity 

as Lithuanian Health Minister.  

 

Florence Berteletti was invited to speak at a series of 

workshops in Ireland and Northern Ireland regarding the 

tobacco control endgame. The workshops were attended 

by public health and health promotion professionals with 

the goal of building leadership capacity in the region.  

 Attended by Florence Berteletti, this Advisory Meeting 

provided oversight of the Initiative whose purpose is to 

support behavioural and policy research to promote the 

reduction of exposure to cancer risk factors for the benefit 

of both the wider public and for those who have already 

been affected by cancer. 
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TTIP and Consumers: The Good, the Bad, 

the Ugly, organised by the Socialists and 

Democrats Group in the European 

Parliament – 18 November, Brussels. 

Mind the Gap: Reducing inequalities in 

health and health care, European Public 

Health Association – 19-22 November, 

Glasgow. 

Tackling inequalities in smoking: past 

achievements and future challenges to 

tobacco control in European counties 

(SILNE project conference), ENSP – 8 

December, Brussels. 

Cancer Prevention: the role of the 

European Code against Cancer, MEPs 

Against Cancer – 10 December, Brussels. 
 

Attended by Florence Berteletti and Jennifer Burch, the 

SILNE project conference provided an interesting insight 

into the role of tobacco use in overall health inequalities 

as well as the effect of tobacco control policies on 

different socioeconomic groups. The conference 

concluded that policy measures should be better focused 

on low-income groups in order to bridge widening health 

inequalities in the EU. 

Attended by Florence Berteletti, this roundtable provided 

with an introduction to the 4th Revision of the European 

Code against Cancer and the role of EU Policy in Cancer 

Prevention – as well as MEPs statements relevant to the 

topic. 

Invited by the NCD Alliance, SFP Director Florence 

Berteletti, presented the role of tobacco taxation in the 

fight against worsening health inequalities in Europe. 

 

The Socialists and Democrats Group held a series of panel 

discussions with participants from across the political 

spectrum to discuss the ongoing EU-US free trade 

agreement talks. On behalf of SFP, the event was attended 

by Florence Berteletti and Jennifer Burch. Ms Berteletti 

raised questions concerning the validity of growth 

indicators such as GDP and the right to regulate. 
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Finances 

The following financial information is based on a nine-month period from 1 April 2014 - 31 

December 2014 due to a change in SFP’s financial reporting year.  

BALANCE SHEET 2014 

ASSETS   

(1) FIXED ASSETS € 100,00 

(2) CURRENT ASSETS € 174.600,43 

* Short term debtors € 29.705,00 

* Cash € 143.521,69 

* Accrued income & deferred charges € 1.373,74 

TOTAL ASSETS (1)+(2) € 174.700,43 

 

LIABILITIES 

(3) OWN CAPITAL € 133.427,89 

* Own income € 170.550,53 

* Reserve € 5.000,00 

* Balance brought forward -€ 42.122,64 

(4) ACCOUNTS PAYABLE € 41.272,54 

* Suppliers € 13.460,53 

* Accrued costs & deferred income € 27.812,01 

TOTAL LIABILITIES (3)+(4) € 174.700,43 

 

INCOME AND COSTS STATEMENT 2014 

        

INCOME                     EXPENSES   

Grants € 18.324,69 Office costs € 10.459,25 

Members contributions € 98.451,48 Staff/Consultant costs € 166.121,77 

Projects € 13.900,00 
 

  

Other income € 19.789,60 Project costs € 281,37 

Financial income € 605,46 Internal activities € 549,01 

Result (-) € 39.779,51 External activities € 13.303,54 

    Financial charges € 135,80 

TOTAL € 190.850,74 TOTAL € 190.850,74 
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INCOME 2014 

Partners contributions 
(EHN, CRUK, ASH (UK))

€ 98.451,48

Tenders CHAFEA
€ 13.900,00

Irish Cancer Society
€ 8.000,00

Norwegian Cancer 
Society

€ 4.000,00

GSK Grant
€ 10.000,00

The Union Grant
€ 6.324,69

Other Income
€ 9.789,60

Financial income
€ 605,46

Partners contributions
(EHN, CRUK, ASH (UK))

Tenders CHAFEA

Irish Cancer Society

Norwegian Cancer
Society

GSK Grant

The Union Grant

Other Income

Financial income

TPD
20,00%

Smokefree Art. 8
10,00%

FCTC Advocacy
15,00%

FCTC COP
20,00%

Taxation Art 6 & 15
10,00%

Website & Media
10,00%

Admin & 
Financial 

Management
15,00%

PERSONNEL COSTS PER ACTIVITY 2014

TPD

Smokefree Art. 8

FCTC Advocacy

FCTC COP

Taxation Art 6 &
15

Website & Media

Admin & Financial
Management
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SFP Information 

 

Board Members 

Deborah Arnott | ASH (UK) 

Alison Cox | Cancer Research UK 

Jean King | Cancer Research UK  

Susanne Løgstrup | European Heart Network 

Archie Turnbull | Independent Tobacco Control Expert  

 

Staff 

Florence Berteletti | Director 

Anca Toma Friedlaender | Senior Policy Advisor  

Murielle Chiltz | Financial Manager  

Jennifer Burch | Policy and Advocacy Officer 

Kristina Stoyanova | Policy Officer (as of March 2015) 

Ioanna Sakellaraki  | Network and Communication Officer (as of March 2015) 

Caren Willig | Administrative Assistant (as of March 2015) 

 

Contact Details 

Rue de l’Industrie 24, 1040 Brussels, Belgium 

T: +32 (0) 2 430 73 59 

info@smokefreepartnership.eu 

www.smokefreepartnership.eu  

mailto:info@smokefreepartnership.eu
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SFP Partners: 

 

 

 

SFP Temporary Partners: 

 

http://www.smokefreepartnership.eu/

